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FISCAL YEAR ENDING MARCH 1, 1884.
FARMINGTON, N. H.:








Paid State Industrial School for J F Howard
C L Jenness for stone hammer
J L Blakelv school house tax
C S Glidden " " "
L B Glidden fitting wood
C A Coffin for wood
H F Muzzey extra school money Dist 5
G F Savage for horse hire
J M Gilman damage on highway
Fi & W Hayes sheep killed by a dog
J P Hussey for plow point
O J M Gilman for school books
^I Bennett for two telegrams
$65 57
Peid P H Wheeler medical aid to M Ryan
'' '' '' " '• II E Preston
'• - •' - " A S Peavev
- 1 M Rollins
Ira \V Mitchell aid to J K Boynton
Place & Chamborliii aid to H Stevens
Jones & Sawyer " " "
"• " Emma Peavcy
" " " J A Peavey
" '' " R Lamprey
P H Wheeler aid to M H Nutter
F E Granville aid to Straw family
D P Evans coffin for M R3 an
C H Downing aid to ]M Ryan
H I Dolby aid to C Chamberlin
G F Savage aid to T Garland
'' " " " transients
'• " " for team to Concord for J K
Boynton
H I Nute & Co aid to M V B Stevens
C V Coffin aid to M H Xutter
































































































































































J A Collins i 00
C V Coffin 3 75
C C Mooney 16 00
H J McDuffee 5 49
C K Rollins 8 53
I W Mitchell 60
J B Jones 50
J C Yarney 1 93
G E Yarney 81
B Whitehouse 12 62
W A Chamberlin 29 8G
S Cotton 9 02
WPTrask 18 37
D S Lougee 10 11
C A & L W Twombly 7 50
J Q Adams 4 50
A B Flanders 17 53
E D Flanders ' 8 00
E N Hinckley 11 62
L G Page 15 00
U Lamprey 6 46
G W Bicker 4 93
F Flanders 4 73
L Gilman 9 37
G Ames 7 08
G B Ames 2 84
I Myers 68
J W M Kimball 37 78
J D Proctor 15 25
J Drew 10 37
G H Seward 8 00
E F Goodwin 1 25
I B Gilman 31 75
B P Marston 4 75
J M Gilman 2 82
J Watson 20 25
L ]:: Avery 13 75
14






































The foregoing report we respectfully submit to the citi-
zens of Alton, representing the true financial condition of
the town, for the fiscal year ending March 1, 1884. It
will be seen that the pauper bills are larger than usual,
but within the past year, Mr. T. Garland of Great Falls,
and Mrs. Richardson of Concord, have both died ; and
since the change in the law in 1883, relative :o time of
settlement, the most of those who have been assisted by
the town, have been adjudged on the county ; and it now
appears much more favorable for the towirthe ensuing year.
The bills for aid of M. H. Xutter have been paid by
City of Dover, and the bills of the county paupers have
been paid by the County, from Oct. 1st to the time, which
they were adjudged, as per receipts.
The expense of the repairs of highways exceeds the tax,
and the winter work exceeds 8^000.00, as estimated at
our last annual meeting. As there was no money in the
treasury, we were under the necessity of loaning five-
hundred dollars of Mr. Varney last May, to pay schools,
which has since been paid. Collector Sleeper has bal-
anced his account with the Treasurer, and so we have no
doubtful Collector's account.
As we now have a manufactory in operation, and an-
other to begin business this year, we think the future pros-
pect has an encouraging aspect for the increase of the pop-
ulation, and prosperity of the town.




MORRISON BENNETT, > of












•18 Amos li Rollins Selectman
- - - K R Tax
^^ '- '^ Sav's Bar.k
'' •'• '* Literary fund
'•• 26 Jonas Slc'.-]>er Collector
Yxh 2 "
-.16
.. 23 - .
Mar 1 Amos L Rollins- Selectman
*' '• Jonas Sleeper Collector
mtere-t en tax?s
1883. Cash Paid Out.
Apr 2o l^iid Alton octs Sav's Bank per order 8117 4S
•
'' Samuel W Tetherly 3-1 52
•
• State Industrial School 19 50
''• '• Israel Sawver 12 21
-' 26 E J Lnne
"
4 1<)
•^ " William H Nute 1 75
- 26 P H Wheeler 7 00
May 16 Mrs H S Chapman 39 00
'' 19 Joseph E Smith 10 00
June 2 C li Jenness 2 26









Nov. 28 Andrew J Giln^an School Dist 17
" " Benj L Frohock " 14
'' " Albert R Page " 8
Dec 6 A L Rollins Selectman per receipt
" 10 Henry F Muzzey per order
" 14 Edwin O Prescott School Dist 7
" 15 Eleazer R Cate per order
" 17 PH Wheeler MD
" 18 County Treasurer
" 19 Levi B Glidden
" 27 Jona H Downing School Dist 12
" 28 Charles H Foss . " 19
" " Georgie L Ames per order
Jany 3 '84 Frank E Granville Selectman per
receipt
" " M W Brown School Dist 11
" " Sumner Cotton . " 10
" " Orrin D Glidden •' 6
" 15 State tax
" 18 David H Morrison School Dist 2
" 25 Edward A Coffin per order
Feby 1 H I Dolby School Dist 3
" 4 Thomas Varney note and interest
" 9 D T Parker per order
*' 9 State Industrial School
" 13 Orrin D Glidden School Dist 6
*' 15 X H Asylum for Insane per order
" 23 P H Wheeler M D
" " Ira W Mitchel
'* " Geo \V Place
" " Jones & Sawyer
*' 26 H F Muzzey School Dist 5
"27 P H Wheeler per order
Mar 1 H I Nute & Co
" " E & W Hayes
" " Cyrus V Coffin




The whole amount of money rafted by town tax for the
support of schools was 81690.00. Amount of literary
fund $154.56. Amount of railroad tax appropriated for
support of schools 8119.69. Amount of dog tax so ap-
plied 855.00. Entire amount of school revenue 82019.25.
There have been thirty- four schools during the year, taught
by twenty-four different teachers, five males and nineteen
females. Whole number of different scholars studying
Arithmetic 206, Grammar 100, Geography 96, History 14,
Book-Keeping 9, Algebra 12.
. DISTRICT Xn. 1.
No school for the vear.
DISTRICT NO. Z.
Prudential C'ommitee, David H. Morrison. First term
of seven weeks taught by Miss Sophia George of Barn-
stead. Whole number of scliolars, 13. Average attend-
ance, 11. The second term of deven weeks was also
taught b^ the same teacher. Whole number of scholars,
11. Average attendance, 10. There was no clafs in
school neglected by Miss Georg?. The classes in arith-
metic, grammar and geography made excellent pro;.jress.
2.}
DISTRICT yo. O.
Prudential Committee, Henry I. Dolby. Summer term,
taught by Miss Annie S. Kenney of Farmingto:i. Whole
number of scholars, 19. Average attendance, 10. Length
of term, eight weeks. When I visited the school at the
commencement I found the teacher doing her duty in _ the
best manner, but from some cause a portion of the scholars
became dissatisfied with her and loft the sciiool. Whether
they had good cause for so doing I am Unable to say, for
no complaint has been made to me by any of their parents.
On visiting the school at its close I found those that were
left had made as good progress and performed the examples
I gave them as readily as in any school I had examined.
The uinter terra of fourteen weeks v.-as taught by Edwin
G. Moore, of Gilmanton, with good success.
DISTRICT NO. 4:.
No summer school. Winter term taught by ]\Iiss Flor-
ence Coffin is still in session.
DISTRICT NO. 5.
Prudirntial Committee, Frank 11. ]\lnzzey. Summer term
of ten weeks taught by Miss Clara A. Proctor of Barnstead.
Whole number of scholars, 27. Average attendance, 2^.
This school, as is often the case with village schools, is a
little nnruly and requires a stern teacher. It was on this
account that Miss Proctor failed to have the best of order,
which is so essential to a good school, although the disci-
pline was much better at the close of the school than when
I visited it at the commencement. Classes in Arithmetic
and Geography made fair irapi-ovemcnt. Fall term of
twelve weeks taught by C. F. Smith of Main©. Whole
number of scholars, 24. Average attendance, 22. Mr.
Smith is a good teacher. The difficulty mehtiorxcd in the
24'
aummer schoor was promptly met and remedied if Mr.
Smith could have the charge of this school a few terms
more it would rank as well as any in town. The winter
term taught by the same teacher has not finished.
The Primary department was under the instruction of
3Iiss Clara M. Chcsley. Whole number of scholars, 28.
Average attendance, 22. The s^ummer term was^ eleven
weeks. The fall and winter terms were also taught by the
same teacher, the length of each term being the same as
the summer. Miss Chesley has taught this school for the
past ten years and needs no recommendation as a teacher
from me. The scholars in this school all speak loud and
distinctly, so they can be heard in any part of the school
Toom. I found at the end' of each term that every scholar
understood thoroughly what they had been over.
DISTRICT ^'0. 6.
Prudential Committee^ Orran D. Glidden. Summer
school of six weeks taught by Walter Jenkins of Gilman-
1X)n. Whole number of scholars, 15. Average attendance,
12. The teacher was young but succeeded very well.
Classes in Arithmetic and Geography made fair improve-
ment. Fall term of six weeks taught by Miss Carrie B.
Johnson of Wolfeboro. Miss Johnson seemed to work
hard for the welfare of her pupils, and though her scholars
were most all small, yet she succeeded in getting them in-
terested in their studies. Winter term was commenced by
the same teacher and continued a short time, when in con-
sequence of sickness she was obliged to dismiss her school.
The rest oi the term was finished by Frank X. Merrill of
Gilmanton, who had good success. I never saw a school
sornposed of so many small scholars more quiet than this.
DISTRICT NO. 7.
Prudential Committee, Edwin 0. Prescott. Summer
term of eight weeks taught by Miss Luella Crockett. Whole
number of scholars, 6. Average attendance, o. Thk
school made good improvement and showed much labor on.
the part of the teacher. The winter term of nine weeke
also taught by Miss Crockett.
DRISTRICT NO. 9.
Prudential Committee, Seth D. Hurd. Summer teroL
of eight weeks taught by Miss Carrie A. Lang. Whols
number of scholars, 10. Average attendance, 10. Mis?
Lang's qualifications are such as will always insure success
in teaching. All the classes gave evidence of much hard,
study. Winter term of ten weeks taught by Miss Carrie
M. Sargent of Gilmanton. Whole number of scholars, 10.
Average attendance, 10. This school is well advanced,
and made excellent progress in the various branches pur-
sued.
DISTRICT NO. 10.
Prudential Committee, Sumner Cotton. Xo summer
school. Winter term of eight weeks taught by Sumoer
Cotton. Whole number of scholars, 4. I did not receive




Prudential Committee, Mackenzie W. Brown. Summer
term of ei^ht weeks tau^jht by Miss Alma E. Clark.
Whole number of schol'Jrs, 14. Average attendance, 13.
This was Miss Clark's first experience in teaching, and
she succeeded well. '!'he scholars all seemed to be inter-
ested in their studies and made good improvement. Winter
term of fourteen weeks taught by Miss Frances A. White-
house. Whole number of scholars, 14. Average attend-
ance, 13. Miss Whitehousc has had much experience in
teaching, and knows how to keep a good school.
DISTRICT NO. 12.
Prude-.. tial Committee, Jonathan H. Downing. Summer
term of seven weeks taught by Miss Cora K. Oilman.
Whole number of scholars, 26. Average attendance, 23.
Winter term ot twelve weeks al>o taught by the same
teacher. Miss Oilman is an experienced teacher, and her
scholars manifested much thoroughness in what they had
been over during the term.
DISTRICT NO. 13.
Prudential Ccmimittee, Charles Oetcl.ell. Summ.er term
of seven weeks taught by Miss Abbie M. Fullerton of
Wolfeboro. ^Vhole number of scholars, 8. Average
attendance, 7. Miss Fullerton ])roved to be a good in-
structress, and her school passed a good examination.
Winter term often weeks taught by Miss Eliza II. Rust
of Wolfeboro. Whole number of scholars, 11. Average
attendance, 10. Miss Rust has every cpialification for a
teacher and I cannot but feel it a pleasure to express my
approbation of the manner in which this school was con-
ducted under this able and efficient teacher. .All classes
passed examination with much credit.
DISTRICT NO. 14.
Prudential Committee, Benjamin L Frohock. No sum-
TT.er school. Fall term of twelve weeks taught by Miss
Iva IS. Price of Gilmanton. Whole number of scholars,
12. Average attendance, 11. Miss Price is a good
teacl er and her scholars made such progress in the various
branches taught as to give general satisfaction.
DISTRICT ^"0. 15.
Prudential Committee, Elmer N. Hinckley. No summer
school. Fall term of nine weeks taught by Miss xVnnie
Y. Downing. Whole number of scholars, G. Average
-attendance, o. This school is rather "backward, but all
seemed to try hard to learn.
DISTRICT NO. 16.
Prudential Committee, Irad B. Oilman. Fall term of
-eleven weeks taught by Miss Abbie L. Lougee of Gilman-
ton. Whole number of scholars, 4. Average attendance,
3. This school being so small, and not very far advamced
made it rather uninteresting to the teacher, yet she suc-
ceeded in getting her pupils interested in their books and
good progress was made.
DISTRICT NO. 17.
Prudential Committee, Andrew J. Oilman. Summer
term of six weeks taught by Miss Blanche I. Gate of
Effingham. Whole number of scholars, 16. Average
attendance, 14. Miss Cate not only has the art of win-
ning the esteem and affection of her scholars, but she
possesses the skill, tact and power of imparting knowledge
to them in the most effective manner. All classes gave
evidence of careful study and thorough training.
28
DISTRICT NO. 18.
Prudential Committee, Henry Woodman. Summer
tenn of seven weeks taught by Percy S. Jones. Whole
aumber of scholars, 11. Average- attendance, 10. The
scholars are most all small in this school, but Mr. Jones
possesses the faculty of interesting young scholars. The
!ierm was one of profit.
DISTRICT NO. 19.
Prudential Committee, Charles H. Foss. Fall term of
ten weeks taught by Miss Fannie A. Shannon. Whole
number of scholars, 10. Average attendance, 8. The
scholars were quiet and orderly and made f^iir progress in
their studies.
DISTRICT NO. 20.
Prudential Committee, Otis S. Wallingford. Summer
term, of six weeks taught by Miss Emma L. Jones. Whole
number of scholars, 12. Average attendance, 10. The
teacher by kindness, firmness and decision gained the re-
spect of her scholars. The fall term of eight weeks was




Our schools for the most part have been a success. Able
instructors have been employed in nearly every district,
who have devoted their best energies to the instruction of
their schools; and we have cause for congratulation that
we have been favored with such an excellent class of
teachers during the past year.
I am glad to note the general interest parents and citi-
zens have manifested in our schools, by way of visits. It
is always pleasing to report schools successful, but it is far
more pleasing to have parents present the last day of
school and see for themselves. I wish all parents would
visit their schools more frequently than th^y do, not only
ill order to satisfy themselves as to the progress made, and
the condition of the school, but it would serve also to en-
courage the teacher and stimulate the scholars. Also if
any parents are inclined to find fault with the teacher from
anything that has been said by their children, by visiting
the school they would be able to see for themselves,
whether it was a fault in the teacher or in their own chil-
dren. The discipline In the schools for the past year has
been excellent, only two or three schools but what have
had good order. Order and good government are essen-
tial to the prosperity of all schools. Much attention has
been paid during the year to Penmanship; more than two-
thirds of all the scholars in the different schools have
attended to this branch. Many schools made it a matter
of exercise each day. The books shown at the close of
the terms were in a neat conditifjn and gave evidence of
much improvement. The most of the school houses are in
good repair, yet there are a few, which if there could be
expended on each, from ten to twenty dollars in paint and
whitewash, it would be a good investment.
While our schools are very well supplied with maj)s and
"blackboards, yet they are all deficient in globes. There is
wot a district in town but what needs one, and the expense
woiild be only a few dollars^ No more in:irtructive article
ihan a globe could be introduced into any school room:
ior by its study the relative position of the countries of the
Ti'Ofld can be learned as in no otlier way, and no schohir
jan get a correct idea of the form and motions of the eartli
ijom the flat surface of a map. A child will obtain a bet-
ter and more comprehensive khouledgc of Geograpliy from
a globe in one lesson, than in ten without one. 1 think if
parents fully realized the importance of the-o aids, they
would be willing to furnish ihcm at once.
I find that the registers show a 15ng list of names in the
•-Koll of Honor.'' Of the. two hundred and fifty-five
3t4ioiurs who have attended the winter schools, ninety-
?^ht have not* been tardy, or absent a half day of the
term. The number of visits made by parents and citizens
during the first term of all the schools, were one hundred
and sixty-three.
I have endeavored in this re'port to give you a brief
i-tatement of' my views in r-jlation to the state of the
s»rhools in town. I have made sixty visits during the year,
ana I have endeavored to ascertain the method of disci-
y»line, the manner of imparting instruction and the
advancement made in each school. All of which is
•'.'??pect fu 11}- subm i 1 1 eJ
.
OLIVER. J. M. OILMAN,. S. S. Committee.




